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FIGURE 8.5
and customs as the greater culture, they also have 
their own unique ways of doing things. They have 
their own customs, values, and norms. Think about 
police officers. Wherever you go, aren’t they roughly 
the same? How can that be when so many towns, cit-
ies, counties, and states have their own police forces? 
It is because all police officers, all over the United 
States, have shared experiences that help to create the 
police subculture. There are certain things about 
being a police officer that every police officer has in 
common, regardless of the agency for which he or she 
works. The major things they share are the dangers 
of working the street, control of territory, the use of 
force, and solidarity.26 (See Figure 8.6.)

One of the most common traits that all police offi-
cers share is the dangers they face on the job.27 Nearly 
every police officer starts off his or her policing career 
on patrol, and regardless of the size of the town or city in which he or she 
serves, that officer faces the potential for danger because he or she wears the 
uniform. Police officers know that at any moment, they may receive a call-for- 
service that could instantly place their lives in danger, whether it is an 
armed suspect, a high-speed pursuit, or the unpredictability of a domestic 
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police subculture: The 
values and traditions that are 
particular to police officers.


